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Sonning Common Health Centre 

INFECTION CONTROL ANNUAL STATEMENT 2020-2021
Purpose

The annual statement will be generated each year in April. 
It will summarise:

· Any infection transmission incidents and action taken (these will be reported in accordance with our Significant Event procedure
· The annual infection control audit summary and actions undertaken

· Control risk assessments undertaken

· Details of staff training (both as part of induction and annual training) with regards to infection prevention & control

· Details of infection control advice to patients

· Any review and update of policies, procedures and guidelines
Background
Clinical: Practice Lead for Infection Prevention/Control is Dr Ralph Drury, who is supported by Catherine Cassidy, Nurse Practitioner.  

Non-clinical: Practice Manager 

This team will keep updated with infection prevention and control practices and share necessary information with staff and patients throughout the year.

Significant events
In the past year there have been no significant events that related to infection prevention & control. 7.4.20 to 17.5.21, we have had to work with the Covid pandemic which has led to changes to working practices in relation to Infection Control. As a practice we have implemented minimal face to face contact with patients, increased cleaning and we have followed Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG) Covid Infection Control and prevention guidelines. 
Audits
· Audits were undertaken in November 2017, July 2018,  June 2019, May 2020 and May/June 2021 
Risk Assessments
Regular risk assessments are undertaken to minimise the risk of infection and to ensure the safety of patients and staff. The following risk assessments related to infection prevention and control have been completed in the past year and appropriate actions have been taken:

· Control of substances hazardous to health (COSHH)

· Disposal of waste

· Healthcare associated infections (HCAIs) and occupational infections

· Minor surgery

· Sharps injury

· Use of personal protective clothing/equipment

· Risk of body fluid spills

· Legionella testing
· PPE 
Cleaning specifications, frequencies and cleanliness of equipment

The practice has a designated lead for cleaning and there is an environmental cleaning policy for staff to follow. The policy specifies how to clean all areas, fixtures and fittings and what products to use. Cleaning audits are undertaken in regular checks and inspections of the premises. Nursing staff clean treatment areas and equipment between patients. Personal protective equipment (PPE) guidance is available.

Curtains

The practice has some material curtains in consulting rooms which are cleaned according to practice policy. The remainder are disposable curtains which are changed regularly as per practice policy. 
Flooring

In highlighted clinical areas carpets have been replaced with polysafe flooring. 

Furniture

Furniture in the practice is gradually being replaced with furniture made of easily cleanable surfaces and furniture in the waiting room and consulting rooms is cleaned on a daily basis.

Staff training
· New staff who have joined the practice in the past 12 months receive infection control and handwashing training 

· Practice clinical staff complete their annual infection prevention and control update training (online)

· Practice non-clinical staff completed their annual infection prevention and control update training (online)
· Covid and PPE training and requirements are in place for all staff 
Catherine Cassidy, Infection Control Lead, attended an Infection Control training update on 7.6.2018,  5.7.2019, Covid training on donning and doffing PPE in 2020 and online Infection Control training on 17.5.21. 
Patients

Patients who are thought to have an infection that may be contagious (i.e. chickenpox) are asked to wait in a designated isolation room rather than the main waiting room. All patients requiring dressings who are known to have MRSA infection are treated at the end of the nurses’ list so that the room can be prepared and cleaned after the consultation. There have been no reported cases of MRSA acquired in the practice.

Patients are encouraged to use infection control alcohol gel to combat cross infection. There are hand sanitising dispensers at the main entrance and in clinical rooms.

Infection Control Advice to Patients
Patients are encouraged to use the alcohol hand gel/sanitiser dispensers that are available throughout the Health Centre.

There are leaflets/posters available in the surgery on:
· Chickenpox and shingles

· Influenza
· The importance of immunisations (e.g. in childhood and in preparation for overseas travel)
· Separate advice for Covid symptoms 
There is information on the Health Centre website, www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk 
Policies, procedures and guidelines.

Documents relating to Infection Prevention and Control are reviewed in line with national and local guidance changes and are updated every two years (or sooner in the event of new guidance). Over the last year policies regarding Covid, PPE and Infection and Prevention Control have been regularly updated as and when appropriate. 
COVID-19

For specialist advice on Covid-19, please see the chapter in the infection control folder saved on the n-drive, and the copy kept in the clinical testing area.  This information is also on TeamNet under the coronavirus area.
Further updates are planned with the OCCG Lead (8.7.21), in relation to ongoing advice on Covid moving forward.  
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